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EDITORIAL 

Summer so far has been perfect and the Society’s meetings to date have been very well 
attended. This is always very gratifying for both the person leading the meeting and also 
the committee how put a lot of hard work in to arrange them. The programme for next 
year is starting to take form with a wide range of subjects for the meetings covering most 
of the County. 
 
The Society has been running an e-mail group were information on both Society events 
and news and notices of other groups activities are circulated to members when they 
become known. We also circulate any queries which arrive with the Society. You never 
know you may just have that bit of information that is required by someone to complete 
their research. If you would like to be included on the list please contact Helen Caldwell 
with your e-mail address (you can also receive the Bulletin as pdf if you wished.) 
 
The Society also has a facebook page which at present has little use. Please feel free to 
use it to let people know what you have been to see both within the county and also wider 
afield. You never know it could lead to a Society visit or a possible topic for a future 
conference.  
 
The Society’s new web site is nearly ready to go live with the new galleries of selected 
photos from the Mike Davies-Shiel collection. Join the e-mailing list for early 
notification!! 
 
The committee feels the need to alter the procedures at field trips from next year. From a 
health and safety point of view we will be asking all people attending to sign in and also 
supply a name and contact number in case of accident. We also intend to put a nominal 
charge of £2.00 in place for non-members. 
 
The main paper in this Bulletin is about fires etc. in Blacking mills with special reference 
to the one at Newlands Furnace. This is mainly a collection of reports and adverts from 
local newspapers. For those of you not aware a large number of digitised newspapers 
from the 19th century can be searched and accessed on line on the Cumbria library 
website using your library number. 
   
  
FRONT COVER  WARWICK BRIDGE MILL (Part of one of the topics at the 
October conference) 

SOCIETY EVENTS 2014 
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STAINMORE RAILWAY SATURDAY 23RD AUGUST 2014  10.00AM 

Leader – Mark Keefe (Stainmore Railway Trust’s archivist) Meet at Kirkby Stephen East 
station (NY 7618 0668) at 10am. Weather clothing and stout footwear. 

Guided walk on the dismantled line past various quarries and former railway infra 
structure sites to examine Podgill and Hartley viaducts (Depending on weather and 
members inclination there would be the opportunity to go further) Back to KSE for a 
guided tour and tea in the ‘buffet’. There is also the possibility of a slide show on the 
railway. 

BROUGHTON AND DUDDON SATURDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2014 11 AM. 

Meet at Donkey Rocks SD 210 867 for a walk around Duddon Furnace and the industrial 
sites in Broughton. 

AUTUMN CONFERENCE BRAMPTON SATURDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2014  

Talks include Brampton businesses and industries, Railways in the area and textile 
milling. Booking form enclosed. 

NOVEMBER EVENING MEETING THURSDAY 20TH NOVEMBER 7.30 PM. 

A meeting at Greenodd village hall to view a film on the Dolly Blueworks at 
Backbarrow. Hopefully a talk by a former worker and also some of MDS slides of the 
works. 

BOOK REVIEW 
 

ESKDALE MILL, BOOT, CUMBRIA, A HISTORY & GUIDE TO THE 
WATERMILL. 
 
By David King published Friends of Mills Archive.  Pp23 pages. 
 
This is a small pamphlet produced as a special edition of Mill Memories the newsletter of 
the Friends. It covers a short history of Eskdale and then goes on to cover the history of 
the mill followed by a short section on milling customs in general and a section on 
millstones, oats and ancient weights and measures before a short description of the actual 
mill. 
 
This booklet contains some nice photos and drawings but the content is in the category of 
a tourist type guide compared to an academic guide. 
 
THE QUARRIES OF LAKELAND. 
 
By David Glover. Published by Bookcase pp350 £15.00. 
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From personal experience trying to find documentary evidence for the historical side of 
quarries is difficult with little seeming to remain. This book after a short introduction into 
general quarrying techniques splits Lakeland up into a number of areas and then goes 
through all the quarries (mainly slate) in each of those areas. Details of each quarries 
location is given which is helpful for those walking the fells and want to know which 
quarry is which along with any historical notes and map extracts available. For those 
people who like to explore a bit more energetically then there is descriptions of of access 
to each quarry along with any details of underground sections, and how deep the water 
may be in them. 
 
Overall short on actual history but a  useful guide if you want to go pottering around in 
old quarries. 
 
CROSS FELL AND MINES OF THE CUMBRIAN PENNINES. 
 
By Ian Tyler published by Blue Rock  pp 654 pages £35.00 
 
This is a lavishly produced book said to be Ian’s last mining book and as the tittle 
suggests it covers a huge geographical area from Halton Le Gate in the north to 
Mallerstang in the south. It is written in Ian’s typical style which is at its best when he is 
describing ‘recent’ happenings in such mines as Silverband, were he has been given 
stories of happenings either first or second hand.  
 
There are numerous photos either taken by Ian of out of the way mines rarely visited by 
people or some old photos which he has acquired access to which have not been 
published previously.     
  
Ian does not only deal with the mines of the fells but he also covers such happening as 
aircraft crashes, which he goes into quite a lot of detail with regards to theplanes lost, 
crew and the search and recovery of the bodies and wreckage. 
 
Unfortunately there is a major fault throughout the book  the quality of the editing is very 
poor with long parts of the book being repeated especially in background history to 
mining which is repeated often in each mine section.  Secondly the quality of the proof 
reading with a lot of sentences not making sense, jumping from one subject to another 
mid paragraph, and a number of obvious mistakes, which leads you to question some of 
the accuracy of other comments. This poor editing and proof reading has severely 
reduced the value of the book and is not really acceptable in a book of this price. 
     
 
 
 

BLACKING MILLS 
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The blacking mill at Newland collapsed in the gales this winter.  The roof had light 
railway track for rafters and angle iron instead of laths.  The clippings below show why it 
was built that way. 
 

 
The Lancaster Gazette and General Advertiser, for Lancashire, Westmorland, &c., 
Saturday, November 09, 1844 

 
The Preston Guardian etc , Saturday, June 12, 1847 
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Manchester Times, Wednesday, September 14, 1853 

 
Wrexham and Denbighshire Advertiser, and Cheshire, Shropshire and North Wales 
Registe Saturday, December 03, 1859 
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The Lancaster Gazette, and General Advertiser for Lancashire, Westmorland, 
Yorkshire, &c, Saturday, June 07, 1862 

 
Birmingham Daily Post, Tuesday, July 21, 1863 
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The Leeds Mercury , Friday, April 1, 1870 
 

 
Glasgow Herald , Friday, April 15, 1892 
 

 
Soulbys Ulverston Advertiser 30 Jan 1851 



 9

 
Soulbys Ulverston Advertiser 5 Jun 1851 

 
Soulbys Ulverston Advertiser 3 Jul 1851 

 
Soulbys Ulverston Advertiser 27 Jan 1853 
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Soulbys Ulverston Advertiser 5 Feb 1857 

 
Soulbys Ulverston Advertiser 20 Mar 1862 
 
Peter Sandbach. 
 

 
 
PHOTO OF BLACKING MILL, NEWLANDS, MDS COLLECTION.  
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Community History in Action: the VCH Cumbria Project 

The Victoria County History (VCH) is an encyclopaedic record of England's places and 
people from the earliest written records up to the present day. Founded in 1899, the VCH 
has been based at the Institute of Historical Research in the University of London since 
1933. In 2012 the VCH was re-dedicated to Elizabeth II to mark her Diamond Jubilee.  
More than 225 VCH volumes have been published since 1900, many of which are now 
available online (www.british-history.ac.uk), and research is still ongoing in more than 
20 counties.  One county where VCH work has been revived in recent years, thanks to 
local support, is Cumbria.   

 
Although two general volumes exist for the historic county of Cumberland 

(published in 1901 and 1905), the only parts of Cumbria to have topographical coverage 
are the Furness and Cartmel areas, which are covered in VCH Lancashire, Volume VIII 
(1910). The VCH Cumbria project therefore has a long way to go, with the long-term aim 
of producing 344 separate parish/township histories. Nevertheless, despite the enormity 
of this task, the VCH Cumbria project has made significant progress since it was revived 
with the help of the Cumbria County History Trust four years ago.    

 
The greatest resource of VCH Cumbria is undoubtedly its volunteers. More than 

100 volunteer researchers came forward when the project was launched, and numbers 
have remained stable ever since. Volunteers vary in terms of their skill and experience: 
some have a professional academic background, while others are entirely new to 
historical research. However, all have a great deal of enthusiasm for the history of 
Cumbria. Since 2011, a small core of volunteers, working as individuals or in small 
teams, have been drafting VCH parish histories under the close supervision of Angus 
Winchester of the Department of History at Lancaster University, who is acting as 
County Editor. Since then, work has gradually gained momentum and research is 
currently underway on more than 30 places across Cumbria. Complete drafts for five 
townships have already been posted on the project website at 
http://www.cumbriacountyhistory.org.uk, while several more are close to completion. 

 
To mark the re-dedication of the VCH for the Diamond Jubilee in 2012, many of 

our volunteers compiled brief historical digests (christened ‘Jubilee Digests’) for every 
community in Cumbria. These contained basic historical data drawn from a handful of 
key sources, including Ordnance Survey maps and 19th century trade directories. These 
have all been posted on the project website where they serve as a ‘front door’ to the 
individual webpage created for each place. As a repository for information and completed 
work, the website is thus rapidly becoming a valuable resource for local historians in 
Cumbria.  

 
The driving force behind the VCH Cumbria project is the Cumbria County 

History Trust (CCHT). A charitable association, CCHT was established in 2010 with the 
backing of several voluntary and local government bodies, to support and organise the 
VCH in Cumbria. Part of their work has been to mount a programme of tailor-made 
training events to encourage the research skills and confidence of volunteers. To date, this 
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has included sessions on computer literacy, the Poor Law, geology, and palaeography. 
The work of volunteers has also been supported through the production of a Volunteers’ 
Handbook. Used in conjunction with the national VCH guidelines, the Handbook 
provides advice on what to include in each of the six sections that make up a VCH article, 
namely: introduction (covering landscape, settlement, communications and population 
history), landholding, economic history, social history, religious history, and local 
government. The Handbook outlines Cumbria-specific source material and content for 
each theme, as well as helping volunteers adhere to the VCH’s core principles: accuracy 
of detail; use of primary sources; and referencing all sources of information.  
 

Sarah Rose, Assistant Editor for VCH Cumbria  

 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS DETAILS 
 

                             Roger Baker,   Bill Myers   
 3 Sun St 20 Lord St. 
 Ulverston  Millom 
 Cumbria Cumbria 
 LA12 7BX LA18 4BL
 mbarb@freenetname.co.uk  bill.myers@nwemail.co.uk 
 
 Mr Ron Lyon  Mr David Powell   
 Chrondrenn 45 High St  
 Church St. Workington  
 Skirwith CA14 4ET  
 Penrith CA10 1RO  daipowell@btinternet.com 
 Chrons12@btinternet.com  
  
 Geoff Brambles, Chairman Graham Brooks, Bulletin Editor 
 21 Derwent Drive Fairhurst 
 Kendal  Aglionby 
 LA9 7PB Carlisle CA4 8AQ 
  solwaypast@yahoo.com  
  
 Mrs Helen Caldwell, Secretary Alan Postlethwaite, Treasurer 
 Low Ludderburn 17 Railway Terrace 
 Cartmel Fell Lindal-in-Furness 
 Windermere LA23 3PD  Ulverston  LA12 0LQ 
 lowludderburn@btinternet.com mandatelsop@btinternet.com 
  
 Mr Dan Elsworth, Publicity Officer   Dr Ian Hill 
 6 Town Street 5 Parkside Drive 
 Ulverston Arnside 
 LA12 7EY Cumbria  LA5 0BU 
 dwelsworth@cooptel.net fi.hill@btopenworld.com 
  
           Mr Robin Yates Membership Secretary            Mr David Beale, Minutes Secretary, 
                           Glenrae                                                                                                 Low Row  
                           Brigsteer Rd                Hesket Newmarket           
                           Kendal                Wigton  
                          LA9 5DX                  CA7 8JU 
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