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EDITORIAL

Summer so far has been perfect and the Societyésimgs to date have been very well
attended. This is always very gratifying for bdtle person leading the meeting and also
the committee how put a lot of hard work in to aga them. The programme for next
year is starting to take form with a wide rangesualbjects for the meetings covering most
of the County.

The Society has been running an e-mail group wéogmation on both Society events
and news and notices of other groups activitiesacalated to members when they
become known. We also circulate any queries whidkieawith the Society. You never
know you may just have that bit of information tieatequired by someone to complete
their research. If you would like to be includedtba list please contact Helen Caldwell
with your e-mail address (you can also receiveBthketin as pdf if you wished.)

The Society also has a facebook page which at préss little use. Please feel free to
use it to let people know what you have been tdosé¢e within the county and also wider
afield. You never know it could lead to a Socieisitvor a possible topic for a future
conference.

The Society’s new web site is nearly ready to ge With the new galleries of selected
photos from the Mike Davies-Shiel collection. Jtie e-mailing list for early
notification!!

The committee feels the need to alter the procedatréeld trips from next year. From a
health and safety point of view we will be askitigpgople attending to sign in and also
supply a name and contact number in case of adciénalso intend to put a nominal
charge of £2.00 in place for non-members.

The main paper in this Bulletin is about fires écBlacking mills with special reference
to the one at Newlands Furnace. This is mainlylecion of reports and adverts from
local newspapers. For those of you not aware & lawgnber of digitised newspapers
from the 19' century can be searched and accessed on line @uthbria library
website using your library number.

FRONT COVER WARWICK BRIDGE MILL (Part of one of the topics at the
October conference)
SOCIETY EVENTS 2014



STAINMORE RAILWAY SATURDAY 23%° AUGUST 2014 10.00AM

Leader — Mark Keefe (Stainmore Railway Trust’s ansh) Meet at Kirkby Stephen East
station (NY 7618 0668) at 10am. Weather clothing stout footwear.

Guided walk on the dismantled line past variouggesand former railway infra
structure sites to examine Podgill and Hartley u@d (Depending on weather and
members inclination there would be the opportutatgo further) Back to KSE for a
guided tour and tea in the ‘buffet’. There is alse possibility of a slide show on the
railway.

BROUGHTON AND DUDDON SATURDAY 13™ SEPTEMBER 2014 11 AM.

Meet at Donkey Rocks SD 210 867 for a walk aroundd®n Furnace and the industrial
sites in Broughton.

AUTUMN CONFERENCE BRAMPTON SATURDAY 18™ OCTOBER 2014

Talks include Brampton businesses and industriaBwRys in the area and textile
milling. Booking form enclosed.

NOVEMBER EVENING MEETING THURSDAY 20" NOVEMBER 7.30 PM.

A meeting at Greenodd village hall to view a film ihve Dolly Blueworks at
Backbarrow. Hopefully a talk by a former worker aigo some of MDS slides of the
works.

BOOK REVIEW

ESKDALE MILL, BOOT, CUMBRIA, A HISTORY & GUIDE TO THE
WATERMILL.

By David King published Friends of Mills Archivd?p23 pages.

This is a small pamphlet produced as a speciabadif Mill Memories the newsletter of
the Friends. It covers a short history of Eskdalé hen goes on to cover the history of
the mill followed by a short section on milling tos1s in general and a section on
millstones, oats and ancient weights and meas@feseda short description of the actual
mill.

This booklet contains some nice photos and drawliigishe content is in the category of
a tourist type guide compared to an academic guide.

THE QUARRIES OF LAKELAND.

By David Glover. Published by Bookcase pp350 £15.00



From personal experience trying to find documenéatigence for the historical side of
quarries is difficult with little seeming to remaifhis book after a short introduction into
general quarrying techniques splits Lakeland up énbumber of areas and then goes
through all the quarries (mainly slate) in eaclholse areas. Details of each quarries
location is given which is helpful for those walgithe fells and want to know which
quarry is which along with any historical notes anap extracts available. For those
people who like to explore a bit more energetictibn there is descriptions of of access
to each quarry along with any details of undergobs@ctions, and how deep the water
may be in them.

Overall short on actual history but a useful gufdeu want to go pottering around in
old quarries.

CROSS FELL AND MINES OF THE CUMBRIAN PENNINES.
By lan Tyler published by Blue Rock pp 654 pagés.80

This is a lavishly produced book said to be laa& Imining book and as the tittle
suggests it covers a huge geographical area frdtorHiae Gate in the north to
Mallerstang in the south. It is written in lan’ptgal style which is at its best when he is
describing ‘recent’ happenings in such mines agegilnd, were he has been given
stories of happenings either first or second hand.

There are numerous photos either taken by lantobfaine way mines rarely visited by
people or some old photos which he has acquiregsado which have not been
published previously.

lan does not only deal with the mines of the felis he also covers such happening as
aircraft crashes, which he goes into quite a lateghil with regards to theplanes lost,
crew and the search and recovery of the bodiesvamckage.

Unfortunately there is a major fault throughout bio®ok the quality of the editing is very
poor with long parts of the book being repeatecegtly in background history to
mining which is repeated often in each mine secti®acondly the quality of the proof
reading with a lot of sentences not making senseping from one subject to another
mid paragraph, and a number of obvious mistakeghabads you to question some of
the accuracy of other comments. This poor editimdj@oof reading has severely
reduced the value of the book and is not reallgptable in a book of this price.

BLACKING MILLS




The blacking mill at Newland collapsed in the gatds winter. The roof had light
railway track for rafters and angle iron insteadatfis. The clippings below show why it
was built that way.
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Fire.—On Thursday evening last, a fire Lroke out ina

grinding at Newland i-olton, near Ulverston, in

the sevnpation of Me. Jobn Parle: and althosgh the fiee.

engines from Ulverston were promptly oo thespot, aml every

possible exertion uied, the entire property was consumed, with
the exeoptiva of the water wheel.—Cumberland Paoguat,

Wooncocks.—No fewer thao six brace of that once somewhat
rare Lird, the Wondeack, were yesterday weok shot in the

“ifi Lbourbood of Beotle, by two crack sperismen st that place,

The Lancaster Gazette and General Advertiser, for Lancashire, Westmorland, &c.,
Saturday, November 09, 1844

ht, the 4th instan ahnitdln. at

Hemﬂrmrih:‘:m from I{lhrmbm,a;u

] nearly destroyed by fire, with the oxception of the outer

walls, which consisted of up{g and lower storey. The
mer' part was oceupied by Mr.

busimess, about ten o'clock, without any artificial light,
and :i.i"mmad s usual, and, to all mpelmc;ﬂrﬁlﬂ:
Before midnight, however, the place was discove

' flames having commended among 3 (uantity
:fnm (¢harcoal, gn:gmﬂ to powder.) A large vessel

ackson, the owner (who previously entered the bullding),
iﬁcﬂaﬂ:bdthemﬂfﬂﬂmgmﬂjﬂut the efficct was
tremendoas, and caunsed an explosion similar to that of
r.  This sudden blaze immediately ignited the
. and, in @ short time, the h;lll;ll was aﬂu\t -
fice. It was with considera

m{l made his exit from his mﬂh-cn.ﬂng tion; l_.nd,
it 18 worthy of remark, that, while in this precarious situ-
ation, he had no idea which way to turn himsell to get
out. . He had, however, the presence of mind to request
those outside to msmuﬁ&?ﬂmhm?;
this vocal com steered s 1
disemgaged pﬂf'l" from the fiery storm, but was rﬂ-
hansted that it was found necessary to carry him mml:l-_

Messengers were instantly dispatched to Ulverstone,
the fire , who were in prompt attendance, hﬂd*d_
by Mr. G. Parker; but, in spite of their efforts, the hu.lld-_
ing was reduced, as previously stated. The occupiers
' || have soffered consi eloss from the direful catastrophe.

The Preston Guardian etc , Saturday, June 12, 1847



Fing.—0n Satorday evening, abont hisli- nine g'elonk
kel rd] n?]‘&r.-‘i'i’i%. in Hnnw?ﬁfm’. an larm
of fire wis given, when Mr, Higson, superintendent of (he {irs
rignde, was immediately on the spot, and attached & quan-
tity of pipiog beloliging to the wayor to n seli-poting valve
iu Manor-street, also & quantity belonging to Mr. Beowerofl,
to & valve nesr the Hoe Buok, A great fovee of water was
poured upon the fire, and the fawes were gob under
sbout half-pest ten o'elock, . Tha Jessz sogine arrived
with o pomber of the firs Lrignde, bat was oot used, Tt Bp-
penrs tha fire originated near one of tha ooal mille, end than
eprend its flumes towards the ceiling, doing considerabls
o| dumage to the Luildings, which are coversd by insuranca in
the Dofender Company. Tha damogs is st preseot woknown,
bt it I8 snpposed will be pbout £100. - £

Manchester Times, Wednesday, September 14, 1853

Sales h:l;: Mr. _WME}une&

BALE OF VALUABLE MACHINERY, &c, AT
CAERGWRLE CHARCOAL AND RESveioms
MIEm FLINTSHIRE,

R. WILLIAM JONES begs to announce, that he
has received instroctions from the Representatives
of Joseph Phillips, (deccased), to Sern Y Avcrww, on
the abhove premises, on Tuesday, the 6th Jay of Decem-
ber, 1859, at Ona co'cloek, preeisely; the whole of the
valuable MACHINERY, &e., consisting of ona lerge
Pulley Wheel ; do. Spur do., attached to Engine ; Black-
ing Mill and Balls complete, 8 feet 6 inches Jong, by 2 |
feet 8 inches diameter ; one do. 9 feet 3 inches long, by |
9 feet G inches: wrought-iron Shaft, with Muff snd
Cluteh couplings; pair of Mitre Wheels; do. Spur
Wheels; two Iron Feeders; Two Belt Puolleys, with
wrought-i-on Shaft, 9 feet 3 inches long, and Belts :
Charcual dressing Mill, complete; iron Kettle; two
cast-iron Plates, 2 feet 6 ioches, by 2 feet; amull iron
Stove; one Charcoal iron Stove and Grate, 6 feet loug, |
9 fpet 11 inches; one do. 11 feet G inches long, by
9 feet 11 inches wide, with brick seating; iron Scrapers ;
do. Shovel; do. Vice; sundry Toois; Wheelbarrow ;
atent Weighing Machine, 1o weigh up to one ton; |
gigm, Tarpauling, Sacks, Ladder, Timbher, Planks, four
Casks of Charcoal Blacking, (about 24 cwt) about 48
cwt. of Coal dust, do. 6 tons of Chercosl, Also about
15 tons of White Wood, which is now lying in a field
adjoining Wood Cottage, Hligher Kinnerton, llope, &o.
Augectioneer’s Office, Hawarden.

Wrexham aria_Der_lt‘)i‘ghEhifé-Ac_i\;érti-s‘e'r',Hand -('Zh-%ﬁ'i'rué-éh?opsrli re and North Wales
Registe Saturday, December 03, 1859



Fire.—On Toesday mornin between
Bt g sy S o blackig E‘ﬂ:
Newlund, in the ceoupation of Messrs. Swainson Bros.
It is supposed that a quantity of ground sharsoal, which
was heaped together ina damp state, bad spontaneously
taken fire and ignited the building: but as soon as it
was discovered a messenger was dospatobed, and the

fire brigade and engine, and the superintendent and six

policemen, were on the spot in little more than & guar-

ter of an hour, and the fire was soon got under. The

damage done is estimated at about £10,

The Lancaster Gazette, and General Advertiser for Lancashire, Westmorland,

Yorkshire, &c, Saturday, June 07, 1862

ey —
e e

EXxTeNEIVEIIRE AT BRAMPTOY, KEAR OHISTERFIELD,
—Yapterdny morn|ng a very ssrions fire took place at Br,
Jehn Dooth's chemiop] warke, at Drampton, nesr Chogter.
flold. Tt sppesrs tlat aboub two o'clock in tha morning
two collipra from Bramplion wora on thelr way to work ab
Fpefght T, when they obsarved smolko issuing from the
buildings, and on & eloser examinstion it was found that o
portion of the extensive works wevs on fire.  An nlarm waa
at coee roised, snd & messsngee woun sent for the fre
engines, and the Chesterfield borough engine, and dhe
Moliibghon and Pechyshire Fire Company’s eogine wers,
in the course of half ao beur, &t the scens of the counfla-
protion, Mr, Qecrge Gotley, with the obber Gremen, sotto
work vigorousty, Twenky or thirky men were emplayed {n
fetching water in bnckets from a naighbouring pand, and
& continuons etrenm of waber wos poured upen the burning
mess, Deaplis the effoets of the large numbar of poopla
who kad gathered together, the fire guimed strength, and
the roof of the grindi andBIREEEF mill fell 1o wikh
& ¢rpshe Thoe burning chavesal wos blows aboub in all
dircetions, nod in & ghorb time tha roof of the suwing mill
fell in, Thecrowd and the fire engines wera kopt fully af
work, snd by six o’clock the flunes wore masterod. It la
snpposed that the fire eriginated in consequenca of some
ever-heated charconl baing pub into o sadk, and no pamon
beinp ot werk on Bundey, the fire had iz to spresd wtil
it eommoniceated with eome wood, and the roofing and the
wind caused & toblnze. The damege is estimated st sbout
£700,, nnd tha building s ineared in the Nettioghom and
Derieal e Plre Office—From owr Covres pondent.

Birmingham Daily Post, Tuesday, July 21, 1863




DEsTRUCTIVE FIRE AT MIDDLESBROUS
mn&_!ﬂﬂf, about mine o'cloak, tha Clevelnd]]
pituated nenr the dockes, ot Middloshrongl, wos dis-
covered to Lo on fire.  The promizes helonging to tho
Middlesbrough owners, consisted of ong storoy, skl woro
cceupied by Mr, T, Wright, for the manufachire of black-
ing for foundry purposes. A prindmg etone and other
mnchinery warg in the bosement atopuy, and by the tima
tho firp brigads nrrived, it was found tha fames wera &0
powerinl thet ony witempd ko spve thin building or etosk
would be useless, Efforts wore necordingly directad to
provent any extonsion to the ndjaini amises heloaging
e Bloases. Hnrds and Co., ship chendlors, Gront gunts
tities of rope, eonl for, nophtha, and other metleles of teads
wors horo, nnd it wos fonred that i the five uiprmd,
w misch Moo serlous mllngl't'ntim would b tho result. In
the course of two hourathe fire hod hamed itzalfout, dain
dnmage to the stock to {he oxtont of about £600, which i
covered Ty insorance,  Tha building woa nlso desured, IS
iy &1 el thot the Ace vesalted from spoptanopns esm-
hustion of e stock, which i of nmost inflammablo ki,

Woeodward, ¢ mail cart dviver, waskilled yester-
dny by a tinin ot Copplestone station, Nosth Devou
Tinilway.

TheLeeds Mercury , Friday, April 1, 1870

Eorly yesterday morning o firs was discovered in
the Soottistl BisakiE M near Bargedia, The Coat-
bridge Fire Brigade was pummoned, bob befors it
pould reach the mill the fire had obtained & oomplote
hold, The buildiog, machinery, and o large quantbity
of manmufsetured stopk wers destroyed, nnd the
damage iz considerable, :

Glasgow Herald , Friday, April 15, 1892

Destpuerive Fine.—The Blacking Mill,
at Newlaud-bot near this town, in the
vecupation of Mr. Jolin PParkepy was, at an
carly liour, on Bunday worning last, dis-
coverad to be on fire. "A messenger was
immediately despatched to' Mr. Geo. Parker,
lupe:iutaan. of the Fire Brigade, Ulver-
nt-;n.h A lorse was pracnxedh nﬂ"d glsul:hud
to the large engine, whi with the
brigade, was, ri.thuul;‘im of time on the
sput, but on atrival it” waw found that the
roof had fallen in, and the greatest part of
the machinery destroyed, A copwus sup-
ply of water, however, from the engine, was
mmediately applied, and the fire gxtinguish-
ed. The cause of the accident is not known,
The same premises were similarly destroyed |
abyut five years ago. . i
Soulbys Ulverston Advertiser 30 Jan 1851




- DEATHS. )
: In Quebec-street, in this town, Jane, wife bf
‘|| dobn Clemin.mm, weaver, sged 72 years.
Al At Newlsnd Boltom, a:ar this tpwn, on
.|| Tuesdwy last, Mr. Willium Parker, blecking
mannlastirsr advanmsd in woe. ===

ISoulbys Ulverston Advertiser 5 Jun 1851“
|TO THE CREDITORS OF THE LATE

| MR. JOHN PARKER,

| + CHARCOAL BLACKING MANUPACTURER,
| NEWLAND BOTTOM, NEAR ULVERSTON.

MEETING will be held at Mr, Roper's
1% Office, in Ulverston, on Monday mest,
the 7th inst,, at two o'Clock p.m., precise-
|.|-11'. to coosider Lhe best means of u-curingl

| and realising the assels.

Ulverston, Joly 2nd, 1851,

| !
Soulbys Ulverston Advertiser 3 Jul 1851

T0 IRONFOUNDERS. |

ODAK CHARCOAL DUST, OR
: BLACKING|
AY b oldsided from (he Advertisers,
h ol wisch !_u.lli{_!, both as
material and masapulstion, ay to ldl;m
ta ibe finest efferls of Uasting, prodise
w bitde = Bran,” or Waare, an 1o render
cheaper than that geoemlly ofered o the
Fnl-iﬂ_ It on macle in & evuntry whers
the Unk is abundsnt snd furourable for thiy
preuliar adaplsticn, )

The sdvertiers would also oull the at-
tentiwn of Uoariers o their YVEGETABLE
LAMP BLACK, which has obained such
greeral spproval as prodwsing  edibom
* Smwi,” Ulmi Boe, even, decp Mnish 1o

lrather, bitheriv so difficuls, aud seldoem
atiained.

MESSRS. GILKES BROT
OSBORNE MILLS, muﬁﬁf&.

I
Soulbys Ulverston Advertiser 27 Jan 1853



JFire/~On Thursd
Mill, at| Newby Brid
Barrow, jun., was
by vne of the workm

morring'last, th }Blachlng|
. helongitig to Mg Thomas
covered shout fivp o’clock,
to be on fire. ssistanca |}
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@ﬂmq MILL TO LET, l
AND ENTERED ON AT MAY DAY MEXT,
I'l! OHARCOAL BLACKING MILL-

" at Newland, pear Ulverston, nowic the
occopation of Mr. Willium Jeckson, . -
For farther particalars .lppli

Eruur. tenant, or, to Humnisox, :uu:,l

.. who will recsive writtes offers lor it

antil the 16th April next. 8 5
Newland Fu
Ulverstone, March 2mb, 1882, 50

Soulbys Ulverston Advertiser 20 Mar 1862

Peter Sandbach.

PHOTO OF BLACKING MILL, NEWLANDS, MDSCOLLECTION.

10



Community History in Action: the VCH Cumbria Project

The Victoria County History (VCH) is an encyclopaetkecord of England's places and
people from the earliest written records up toghesent day. Founded in 1899, the VCH
has been based at the Institute of Historical Rebkda the University of London since
1933. In 2012 the VCH was re-dedicated to Elizalbietin mark her Diamond Jubilee.
More than 225 VCH volumes have been published siB6®, many of which are now
available onlineWww.british-history.ac.uk), and research is still ongoing in more than
20 counties. One county where VCH work has beeived in recent years, thanks to
local support, is Cumbria.

Although two general volumes exist for the histodounty of Cumberland
(published in 1901 and 1905), the only parts of Guanto have topographical coverage
are the Furness and Cartmel areas, which are abweiMCH Lancashire, Volume VIII
(1910). The VCH Cumbria project therefore has @laay to go, with the long-term aim
of producing 344 separate parish/township histofésvertheless, despite the enormity
of this task, the VCH Cumbria project has madeiiant progress since it was revived
with the help of the Cumbria County History Trustif years ago.

The greatest resource of VCH Cumbria is undoubtgdlyolunteers. More than
100 volunteer researchers came forward when thgegiravas launched, and numbers
have remained stable ever since. Volunteers vatgrms of their skill and experience:
some have a professional academic background, withers are entirely new to
historical research. However, all have a great ad¢aénthusiasm for the history of
Cumbria. Since 2011, a small core of volunteerstkimg as individuals or in small
teams, have been drafting VCH parish histories utlde close supervision of Angus
Winchester of the Department of History at Lancasi@iversity, who is acting as
County Editor. Since then, work has gradually gdimaomentum and research is
currently underway on more than 30 places acrossb@ia. Complete drafts for five
townships have already been posted on the projecebsie at
http://www.cumbriacountyhistory.org.uk, while several more are close to completion.

To mark the re-dedication of the VCH for the Diamdalubilee in 2012, many of
our volunteers compiled brief historical digesthr{stened ‘Jubilee Digests’) for every
community in Cumbria. These contained basic histbrdata drawn from a handful of
key sources, including Ordnance Survey maps affticé@tury trade directories. These
have all been posted on the project website wheeg serve as a ‘front door’ to the
individual webpage created for each place. As asiéqry for information and completed
work, the website is thus rapidly becoming a valeaesource for local historians in
Cumbria.

The driving force behind the VCH Cumbria projecttiee Cumbria County
History Trust (CCHT). A charitable association, CCttas established in 2010 with the
backing of several voluntary and local governmendiés, to support and organise the
VCH in Cumbria. Part of their work has been to mtoanprogramme of tailor-made
training events to encourage the research skidlscanfidence of volunteers. To date, this
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has included sessions on computer literacy, the Paw, geology, and palaeography.
The work of volunteers has also been supportedigirahe production of a Volunteers’
Handbook. Used in conjunction with the national VQdidelines, the Handbook
provides advice on what to include in each of ikessctions that make up a VCH article,
namely: introduction (covering landscape, settleimenmmunications and population
history), landholding, economic history, social tbrg, religious history, and local
government. The Handbook outlines Cumbria-speafiarce material and content for
each theme, as well as helping volunteers adhetteetyY CH’s core principles: accuracy
of detail; use of primary sources; and referenaithgources of information.

Sarah Rose, Assistant Editor for VCH Cumbria

COMMITTEE MEMBERSDETAILS

Roger Baker, Bill Myers
3 Sun St 20 Lord St.
Ulverston Millom
Cumbria Cumbria
LA12 7BX LA18 4BL
mbarb@freenetname.co.uk bill. myers@nwemail.co.uk
Mr Ron Lyon Mr David Powell
Chrondrenn 45 High St
Church St. Workington
Skirwith CAl4 4ET

Penrith CA10 1RO
Chrons12@btinternet.com

Geoff Brambles, Chairman
21 Derwent Drive

Kendal

LA9 7PB

Mrs Helen Caldwell, Secretary
Low Ludderburn

Cartmel Fell

Windermere LA23 3PD
lowludderburn@btinternet.com

Mr Dan Elsworth, Publicity Officer
6 Town Street

Ulverston

LA12 7EY
dwelsworth@cooptel.net

Mr Robin Yates Membership Secretary
Glenrae
Brigsteer Rd
Kendal
LA9 5DX

daipowell@btinternet.com

Graham Brooks, Bulletiit@t
Fairhurst
Aglionby
Carlisle CA4 8AQ
solwaypast@yahoo.com

Alan Postlethwalteasurer
17 Railway Terrace
Lindal-in-Furness
Ulverston LA12 OLQ
mandatelsop@btinternet.com

Dr lan Hill
5 Parkside Drive
Arnside
Cumbria LA5 0BU
fi.hill@btopenworld.com

Mr David Beale, Minutes Secretary,
Low Row

Hesket Newmarket
Wigton
CA7 8JU
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